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Hampton Highlights         
Neighborhood News and Views   -    July 2017       Current HHHOA Board Members
Gena Henry – President, Ph:  814-470-3159
     hamptonhills2007@yahoo.com
Ray Sowers - Vice-President
     ptortugas@msn.com
Dustin Veazey - Treasurer
     millgate.hhhoa@gmail.com
Ben Nelson – Trustee
     bnelson1210@gmail.com
YOU – We have need for a Secretary and would love you to join us!  No experience necessary.  


2017/2018 DUES ARE INCREASING FROM $50 to $75 PER YEAR
ANNUAL MEETING SET FOR OCTOBER 3RD, 7PM, BENNER ELEMENTARY

Ever wonder why we have HOA dues and how they are used?
1) Approximately $200/year in electricity for the light post at the intersection of Millgate Rd. and Buffalo Run Rd.   
2) Property/Liability insurance for the common areas:  ~$800/year
3) Lawn Mowing  / Snow Removal along and in the common areas of the neighborhood (property under/along the power lines, at the water tower, along the right edge of the road as you’re first coming into the neighborhood and along the upper part of the retention pond):  Varies, but between $3500 and $4500/year.
4) Postage and office supplies (for things like this and notification of annual meetings):  $100.00 - $175.00/year
5) Legal Fees (lawyer consultations):  $125.00/year
6) Community Building costs (Yard Sale advertising, Fall Festivals, Easter-Egg Hunts, Dog Waste Bags): $600 - $1000/year
Total Costs per year:    ~$6000.00+
Number of homes in development:  76 (plus one in progress)
Average Cost Per Home:  ~$80.00/year

So, we have to ask:
· Do you appreciate driving into a lit neighborhood after dark?
· Are you glad the common areas are properly maintained and the grass isn’t standing 2 feet high, encouraging excessive rodent and/or snake populations to encamp there?
· Do you appreciate being able to walk the neighborhood within 24 hours of a snow storm and find the sidewalks clear?
· Appreciate the “little things” we do to provide opportunities to meet your neighbors and make Hampton Hills home…?

Then, consider these sobering statistics:
1) As of our last meeting, 23 families in our neighborhood are in arrears when it comes to their annual dues. That’s 30.2%!
2) Of those in arrears, 56% are behind more than one year.
3) Look around you, The Hampton Hills HOA is currently owed almost $2100.00 by YOUR NEIGHBORS and are thus requiring the Board to increase annual dues to cover costs..which will still potentially only be paid by those faithful 70%.  
Do the math.  At this rate, we will again be in the negative for the 2017/2018 year.
What are we doing about it?
1) In an attempt to begin covering actual costs, after having suffered loss to our financial buffer over the past several years, the Annual Dues for the 2017/2018 time period have been increased from $50.00 to $75.00.   These dues will cover the time period of July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018.  They are due by August 1st and can be paid via check or money order and placed in our mailbox at 170 Millgate OR online through our website at:  https://hamptonhills2007.wixsite.com/hhhoa 
2) In our October 3rd meeting, there will be a vote taken to turn our HOA over to an outside management source.  This will incur additional costs of approximately $100/month to the HOA, but will allow us to more actively pursue delinquent accounts without pitting neighbor against neighbor.  Charges will be filed at the magistrate level and fines imposed where applicable.   Liens on homes will also be put in place.  *NOTE:  If you wish to have a say in this, per our bylaws, ONLY HOMEOWNERS IN GOOD STANDING can vote during the annual meetings.  Want to keep our annual dues reasonable?  Pay your dues and show up at the meeting.

Hampton Hills’ online presence…
Feel free to visit our NEW website at https://hamptonhills2007.wixsite.com/hhhoa.  Here you can familiarize yourselves with our covenants and bylaws, pay your annual dues or contact the Board with any questions or concerns.  
We also have a NEW, private Facebook group located at:   https://www.facebook.com/groups/hamptonhillshomeowners/?ref=bookmarks.  Please login and request permission to join.  This is a great place to communicate with others should you know of any exciting events in the area, want to share your business ventures and opportunities with your neighbors, or have accumulated an extra trash/recycling container after a particularly windy day!    
Moving out?
Please remember to complete a resale certificate with your realtor so that the Association can be notified of the change of property ownership.  Please contact Gena Henry, President, at Hamptonhills2007@yahoo.com or 814-470-3159.
Annual Hampton Hills Neighborhood Yard Sale 
 Thank you to Ben Nelson for volunteering to organize this year’s Neighborhood Yard Sale. The annual Yard Sale is typically the first full weekend in June.   If you participated, we hope it was a successful one for you!  
Annual Hampton Hills Fall Festival 
Stephanie Kozel, Missy Young, Gena Henry and Dustin and Jessica Veazey have volunteered to take care of the details for the 2017 party.  More details to follow regarding time and place.  This Neighborhood picnic is typically held in October and is a great way to meet a few of your neighbors while enjoying fabulous soups and desserts on what is typically a brisk autumn day.
Fall Bulk Waste Week
Bulk collection will occur on Friday, October 13th.  Specific questions of what can and cannot be collected can be answered by contacting Advanced Disposal directly at 814-237-3717.  Residents who miss the collection may arrange a special pick-up with Advanced Disposal for a fee.
Friendly Reminders
1) Please clean up after your pet.  Pet waste bags have been restocked at the two locations along our sidewalks.  Please respect your neighbors and use them.
2) We live on a very WINDY hill!  Be secure and contain your trash on garbage pick-up day, so it doesn’t become your neighbor’s new lawn ornaments.  
3) Along those same lines, having lived here for over 11 years now, I have witnessed or been informed of at least 4 different incidents of trampolines being blown about by the extreme wind we experience here in the neighborhood; the most recent of which was just this spring.  Not only does it destroy your trampoline, but it often causes costly damage to others’ property and vehicles.  If you have a trampoline, I highly encourage you to anchor it to the ground in at least 3 places.  Furthermore, if you haven’t already done so, call you homeowner’s insurance company and make sure they cover you in the event something should happen involving your trampoline.  Like pools, they often will not unless they have been notified of its existence in advance.  Better safe than sorry.
4) Please keep our kids safe and drive safely and slowly through our neighborhood.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you and until next time!
Sincerely,
Gena Henry
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